This Microslide shows the scolex (head and
"neck") of an adult tapeworm. Note the hooks
(H) and suckers (S) with which it attaches itself
inside the intestine of its human host. The rest of
its body is like a flat ribbon (diagram) made of
many proglottids (segments). It hangs freely in
the hollow of the intestine soaking up the digested
nutrients intended for the cells of the host.
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Thus the tapeworm grows longer and longer, while
its human host starves to death. Young pr
steadily bud off at the neck region
the older segments further away

INTRODUCTION
Animal parasites often have complicated life

parasites of larvae (singular: larva) may pass
through several stages of development in different
host animals before reaching the final stage. As
you learn about each parasite, see if its life history
suggests a practical way to avoid playing host t
such an uninvited guest.

You will probably see in each Microsli
more than you can explain or u

histories, as you will soon see. The immature .
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larva leaves its unwilling host,
anesyou explain why the tick is

comes an eight-legged adult, it gets
larger mammals, including humans.
nately, the tick may be the insect vector

nd release the living

of a very serious disease. While drawing blood mature into adults,

from its human host, the tick may leave behind the
dangerous germ of Rocky Mountain spotted fever

or Lyme disease. .
ay live 5 to 6 weeks and produce

NOTE: While this Microslide st
animal parasites, it is important
the some of our most serious di
by parasites that originate from
and mold.

body. They may penetrate and damage any organ,
but only those reaching the skeletal muscle (shown
the Microslide) can remain alive. These larvae

By Philip Goldstein

coil up into the spiral form seen at (T). The muscle
fiber responds by surrounding the larvae with a
connective tissue wall. Thus, each larval worm is
enclosed in a cyst, where it rests, waiting for the
muscle to be eaten by another animal. How many
worms are in the cyst at (Y)? How do you account
for the appearance of the cysts labeled (X)?

Because poorly cooked pork products are the
greatest source of human infection, this parasite is
sometimes called the porkworm. Can you explain
how pigs become infected? For further inquiry:
Read the story "A Pig From Jersey" in the book
Eleven Blue Men by Berton Roueché.
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