6 PREDACEOUS FUNGI - Left Side (300x) - Right Side (1,000x)

We all know that animals feed on plants. But
there are some fungus plants in the soil that
feed on animals. They help to reduce the
nematode population of the soil. Biologists
call them PREDACEOUS FUNGI (preh-
DAY-shus FUN-jy), which simply means
fungi that capture prey.

The body of a fungus consists of delicate
branching filaments of living matter (F). In
the predaceous fungi, the filaments produce
special structures to capture eelworms. For
example, some of these fungi have sticky
knobs along the filaments. Any worm that
touches a sticky knob becomes stuck fast apd
cannot escape.

Other predaceous fungi produce /oops on their
filaments. As a worm whips by, i
accidentally enters a loop, whicl
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they attack. One type, the red spider mite,
often attacks house plants. They are very tiny
and hard to see. But 1fyou notice tingred dots
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INTRODUCTION

We usually think of rocks as hard things You also know woodchucks,
that last forever. If you look at a rock prairie dogs, its, and moles  that
today, and then again ten years later, spend  thej ing tunnels
there does not seem to be any visible through ¢ probably
change. Constant exposure to the sun's seen earthwi t of their

heat and to winter's freezing cold, to
driving rains and howling winds, and to
other similar forces take their toll. Even
the hardest rock is gradually worn away.
This process is called WEATHERING.

Weathering causes rocks to break de
into small fragments and fine p

- but that handful of soil is a
iniature animals and a garden
of microscopic plants. A tiny pinch of
rich soil may contain a billion living
organisms of microscopic size.

That is what this lesson is about - the
microscopic plants and animals that live
in the soil. Of course, we can only show
you a few samples of the thousands of
forms of life contained in the soil.

As you look at the slides, just remember
that all the things we are showing
you are greatly magnified.  The
magnification given, for example, slide
1 - (400x), means that the microscope
lenses were set at that power when the
photograph was taken.

d animals that inhabit the soil.
You know that the roots of plants dig
wn into the soil to get water and
inerals.
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